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Message
from Fine Arts 

It has been my honor and  
privilege to serve this year as  
interim chair of the Fine Arts  
division. Faculty members and  
students have been extremely  
welcoming and cooperative.  
I have greatly appreciated the  
positive attitude and cooperation  
by all. 
    The year began with a catered 
dinner in the Fine Arts Gallery and 
was attended by over 70 faculty and 
guests. The positive beginning was 
even further advanced by the $1.2 
million gift to Fine Arts given by  
our long-time friends Tim and Gail  
Buchanan who wanted to encourage 
us and President Amy Carey in the 
mission of the University.
    Many outstanding concerts  
and recitals have showcased the  
incredible talent of both students 
and faculty. Events such as Jazz 
Meets the Beatles, the Concert 
Band, featuring guest artist David 
Turnbull, the annual Christmas  
by Candlelight Concert and the  
Nutcracker Ballet capped off a 
semester full of highlights.
    Second semester began with a 
fully staged musical, Bye Bye Birdie 
with a full orchestral accompanist. 
The Sing It! Festival hosted by 
our choral department brought  
hundreds of high school and  
junior college students to campus  
featuring well-known composer  
and conductor Francisco Nuñez.  
    The drama department has been 
busy and presented ScrewTape 
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Rewired in the Black Box Theatre. 
Simultaneously, the jazz department 
presented a major concert with 
guest soloists in Sebits Auditorium.
    Many concerts will close the year 
including Concert Choir, Jazz Vocal 
Concert, Symphony of Spring, 
Community Orchestra and the  
Outdoor Band Concert.
    Friends art department has  
presented many exhibits which  
have graced the Fine Arts Gallery, 
Casado Campus Center and several  
downtown locations. Some much 
needed renovation is also occurring 
at the art building.
    Each week this year I have tried 
to share with the faculty and staff a 
note of encouragement and a list  
of upcoming events. Megan Berry, 
our new Fine Arts Events  
Coordinator, asked me to write 
something similar for this  
publication. I hope it has served  
to communicate with you some of 
the excitement and inspiration we 
have experienced here at Friends 
University in the Fine Arts division 
this year.

Sincere Blessings

Dr. Cecil Riney
Interim Fine Arts Chair
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Jazz  
Combo

Concert
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Home 

The Jazz Combo Showcase 
was held on Wednesday, March 
15, at 7:30 p.m. Special guest  
artists Greg Carroll (vibes) and  
Dr. Arthur White (saxophone) 
joined four jazz combos from 
Friends University and the  
Goddard High School Jazz  
Combo.  
    “The Jazz Combo Showcase 
highlights our jazz combos in a 
very fun and fast-paced concert 
setting that continuously changes 
from one group to another in  
different settings on stage,” said 
Jazz Director Lisa Hittle.
    Senior Jazz Night takes place on 
April 7 at 7:30 p.m. Tickets are $9 
for adults and $6 for students and 
seniors. 

    The Singing Quakers 
will be back in action  
on April 28 - 30 for the 
annual Symphony of 
Spring performance.  
Tickets are $16 for  
adults and $13 for  
students and seniors.      
    Please call  
316-295-5677 to  
reserve your seats today! 

On March 11- 12, the  
Singing Quakers performed  
their Home Concert, There is 
Sweet Music, after being on tour  
in Salina and Kansas City. Around 
450 guests attended the concert 
to hear traditional classics by 
Franz Josef Haydn and Felix  
Mendelssohn, as well as  
contemporary works by Stephen 
Pauls and Sven-David Sandstrom. 

..



Choreography
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Showcase Friends University  
presented the bi-annual Student  
Choreography Showcase with  
two evening performances on 
March 3 - 4. 
   The showcase featured juniors 
and seniors within the ballet  
department and served as the  
final project for the students’ 
Dance Composition course.  
Each student was challenged to 
choreograph a group piece to 12 
minutes of music. 

   Senior Amy Mitchell’s piece, 
titled Fantasia, was set to three 
movements of the musical  
composition by Joaquin Rodrigo, 
Fantasia para gentilhombre.  
    Senior Wyatt Payne’s piece,  
titled Pillihp Ssalg, was a  
combination of contemporary  
ballet and jazz.  
    Senior Madeleine Roe  
experimented with strange and 
modern formulation in her piece 
titled Hydra.  

    Junior Courtney Miller’s piece, 
Dynamic Decay, was an explosion 
of both music and movement. 
    The 21st Century Projects takes 
place May 5-6 at 7:30 p.m. 
It will feature new ballet  
choreography set to new music 
with arrangements by local  
musicians.     
    For tickets, please contact  
the Fine Arts Ticket Office at 
316-295-5677. 

Photos by Dr. Joseph Myers 



Nearly 500 students from 
17 Kansas public and private high 
schools visited Friends University 
on Friday, March 3, to complete in 
the 13th Annual Art Challenge.  
     Students received prizes for 
first, second and third place in 
multiple hands-on categories, 
including bookmaking, drawing, 
painting, digital art, ceramics,  
print making, photography,  
sculpture, logo design and  
mixed media.  
    Judges for the event were  
Charlotte Martin, Dustin Parker, 
Jenny Venn and Jonathan Wood.  
    “Art Challenge provides 

a fun and competitive  
atmosphere for high  
school students and their  
teachers,” said Karen 
Scroggins, assistant  
professor of graphic arts 
and director of the visual  
arts program.  
   “It also helps foster  
connections between  
our faculty and high school 
students that  
visit our campus. Each  
year, we are excited to  
host these gifted student  
artists.”

Art Challenge 

Screwtape Rewired
Many attended ScrewTape 
Rewired, the theatre production 
inspired by the works of C.S. Lewis 
and written by Gillette 
Elvgren. Performances 
took place March 16-19.
    ScrewTape Rewired 
brought the spirit of C.S. 
Lewis’ classic ScrewTape 
Letters into the 21st  
century, dealing with  
two demons in Hell,  
who contend with  
the foibles and follies  
of various aspects  
of contemporary life.  
    The following  
students performed 
in the show: Alex Farr, 
Ashlee May, Anna  
Lindholm, Kerrick  
van Asselt, Ezekiel  

FINE ARTS | APRIL - JUNE | PAGE 5

Craven and Jarod Daniel. The  
production was directed by  

Assistant Professor of Theatre  
and Media Studies Kurt Priebe.



April
Concert Band Concert |  April 3, 7:30 p.m.  
Chamber Orchestra | April 6, 7:30 p.m. 
Senior Jazz Night | April 7, 7:30 p.m. 
Concert Choir | April 10, 7:30 p.m. 
Jazz Vocal Ensemble Concert | April 13, 7:30 p.m. 
Concert Choir Coffeehouse | April 23, 7 p.m. 
Singing Quakers Symphony of Spring | April  28 & 29, 7:30 p.m. and April 30, 2 p.m.

May
Community Orchestra | May 2, 7:30 p.m. 
Ballet, 21st Century Projects | May 5-6, 7:30 p.m. 
Outdoor Band Concert | May 7, 3 p.m. 

For more Fine Arts events, please visit friends.edu/finearts
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Upcoming Events 


